Visiting Athens: Last Minute Tips

The “must do’s” of a short travel to the capital of Greece
Athens, the Capital of Greece! 
Since you are only staying for a few days, last minute tips will make your free time more worthwhile, because you will take part in current activities of Greek everyday life and civilization.

For further details, the members of the Organizing Committee of the Congress will be happy to help you.
Must see: 
The Acropolis and the Thission area
The new Acropolis museum: You can buy tickets electronically, if you dislike queuing.  
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Tuesday to Sunday: 8.00 a.m. to 8.00 p.m. Monday: Closed. Last admission: 7.30 p.m. Galleries cleared at 7.45 p.m. 
Closed: 1 January, 25 March, Easter Sunday, 1 May, 25 December and 26 December.
The Museum Shop sells beautiful items at more than reasonable prices, ideal presents for people of all ages
The Museum café has also very reasonable prices for coffee or a light meal. 
Must walk: 
From Syndagma Square to the National Garden, next to the Greek Parliament.
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From Ancient Agora to Dionyssiou Areopagitou Street, where the new Acropolis museum is situated.
On the Lycabettus hill. On a clear day the view is magnificent!
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Must enjoy: 
Coffee, refreshments or sandwiches/ salads at the café of the new Acropolis Museum
Loukoumades, a traditional Greek sweet at “Krinos” (Eolou Street), an old patisserie with an atmosphere and decoration of the 1920’s
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Must taste:  

The famous Greek mezedes, at the ouzeri “Tzitzikas and Mermingas”, at Mitropoleos street.
Delicious classic greek dishes at the restaurant “Ideal”, at Panepistimiou street.
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Famous and tasty street food (Kebap and souvlaki) at Mitropoleos street, Monastiraki. The “street food kings” of Monastiraki square are “Thanassis”, “Savas” and “Bairaktaris”, three restaurants with devoted fans. 
Must buy:
Traditional Greek products from all over the country can be bought in small shops or department stores of the capital. We give you some ideas:
Mastiha Shop 
 Corner of Panepistimiou and Kriezotou street, Syndagma, http://www.mastihashop.com
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Excellent natural products of the famous C h i o s m a s t i h a, a resin produced only in the island of Chios. The catalogue includes Baked Goods, Bath & Body products, Beverages, Chewing Gum, Mints, Chocolate & Confections, Corporate Gifts & Favours, Gift Boxes, Gift Items, Jams & Marmalades, Loukoums, Mastihashop Therapy , Oil & Vinegar, Pasta, Raw Mastiha Resin, Sauces & Seasonings, Serving Items, Skin Therapy, Snacks & Hors d'Ouevres, Spoon Sweets, Spreads & Mustards, Toothpastes.
LesvoShop

33, Athinas street, close to Monastiraki metro station, and Athens Airport) www.lesvoshop.com 
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Delicious edible products from Lesvos and Lemnos, two Greek islands of northern Aegean Sea. Most of them are prepared by women’s co operations: traditional trahanas (a home made product  used instead of rye or pasta), olive oil, different kinds of cheese produced only in these two islands, first quality honey, liquors, wines, home made traditional greek pasta, famous anchovies, sausages, thick yogurt, dry figs, other greek sweets.
Apivita Natural Products  
In 4000 Selective Pharmacies, Notos Galleries department store, next to Omonia Square,  and Apivita Shop & Polis Spa at 26 Solonos street, near Syndagma square, www.apivita.com 

It claims to be Greece's leading company in natural products (since 1979). Cosmetic products of a big variety for face, hair and body, including sun care, antispot and anticellulite products, for all ages and both sexes. The gift sets are Bergamot & Green Tea Body Spa Set, Vanilla & White Chocolate Body Spa Set, Jasmine & Magnolia Body Spa Set, Age Management Gift Set, Multivitamin Gift Set, Party Recovery Kit and Fragrance Set - Lavender, Jasmine, Rose, Wood, or Spice. 
Korres Natural Products  
(Athens, Attica Shop, Panepistimiou street, Athens Airport) www.korres.com
A variety of almost any kind of natural products, from cosmetics to candles. The gift ideas include Men’s kit , Travel kit , Sugar and spice pouch, Sugar and spice little pouch, Vanilla Plum pouch, Vanilla Plum little pouch, Party Survival kit, Best of Korres set, Wild Rose set, Wild Rose regimen kit, Yoghurt Regimen kit, Honey skincare kit, Pomegranate kit, Olive and Rye Regimen kit, Complexion Clearing regimen kit, Holiday in Greece kit, Delicious Fig set, Basil Lemon set, Vanilla Cinnamon set, Body Butters set, Guava pouch, Guava Gift set with lip butter, Guava Butters duo, Quince Butters duo, Fig pouch, Jasmine set, Colour Discovery kit. 
In case you will not have any free time at all, Korres offers you a Greek Recipe to take home:
Soft Drink with Honey and Greek Saffron
Ingredients
1/4g saffron
1 cup thyme honey
1 lt ice-cold water
3-4 slices lemon
5-6 slices orange

1 lt ice-cold water
5-6 slices orange
5-6 slices apple (unpeeled)
2 Tbsp lemon juice
3-4 spearmint twigs, well rinsed

Soak saffron in a cup of warm water for a few hours. Remove from water and put in a sizeable glass jug with the thyme, honey and ice-cold water. Stir well to dissolve honey and taste for desired sweetness. Add the orange, apple and lemon slices to the jug, two tablespoons of lemon juice and a few ice cubes. Finally, add the spearmint twigs and stir well.

We hope you will enjoy your stay in Athens!
